86  PEAKS ANB GLACIERS OF NUN KUN
high winds which sweep the region- The peak is so narrow between these two faces that, when seen in profile from points outside the massif to the north-west or from the ice-fall beneath Zl, it appears to be a very pointed aiguille too sharp to be climb-able.
The view from here was essentially a bird's-eye view. Everything, except the highest Nun Kun, now cloud-bound, was overlooked* Beneath was spread out a wide galaxy of mountains running in snaky lines surmounted by winding crests, equally tortuous glaciers, and ribbon-like valleys wrapped in a vast chaos. Far to the north, towering high above all other peaks, Nanga Parbat raised its ice-clad heady which was soon hidden in cloud* The Eastern Karakoram, doubtless visible on a clear day, was concealed by rolling mists. Directly beneath, on the west, the sharp ice-slant we had ascended plunged down to the Nun Kun baain covered with a sheet of driven snow, while, on the east, a perpendicular precipice fell from where we stood some thousands of feet to a savage, rock* bound abyss containing the lower west branch of the Shafat glacier. The panorama from this pin-